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LETTERS FROM WASHINGTON 
6X THE CONSTITUTION, LAWS AND PUBLIC CHARAC- 
TERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
By a Foreigner. 
(Continued from page 211.) 
LETTER IV. 
WasaineTon, ~——, 1818. 


Born B...--+0 
There is no subject about which mankind have 


been kept in such continued and stupid igno- 
rance, as of their own natural and unalienable 
rights. False and mistaken conceptions of reli- 
gion, the tyranny of custom, and the usurpation 
of powet, have precluded the consciousness of 
these rights, or suppressed every effort to vindi- 
cate and assert them. Man, has in all ages of the 
world, trampled upon his fellow man, and despot- 
ism, aided by the friends of superstition and igno- 
rance, has been the scourge of society. Passive 
pbedience and nen-resistance were unceasingly 
inculcated, and all idea of the natural rights of 
mankind was held in utter abhorence and con- 
tempt. The followers of the enthusiastic and 
profligate Loyola, about two centuries ago remo- 
ved the veil which had shrouded the human in- 
tellect, and convinced. the world that all civil 
power eminates fram the people. No truth can 
be more manifest than this; whatever may have 
been the exertions of pensioned and prostituted 
writers to conceal it. You are no doubt aware, 
my lord, of the industry and labor which have 
been employed to prove the divine origin of mo- 
narchies, their antiquity and universality. The 
_Jews, Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, Indians, 
Chinese, Arabians, Greeks, Romans and Gauls, 
have been produced as examples, and Herodotus, 
Plato, Aristotle,t Xenophon, and a host of an- 
cients, have been cited to establish the superior 
excellence of that species of government. But 
those examples and authorities still prove noth- 
ing but that mankind were ignorant of their na- 
tural and civil rights, and that the kingly authority 
was either usurped by fraud and violence, or 
sanctioned by usage.+ Antiquity does not esta- 


tAristotle has been made to advocate every kind of goveri- 
ment. 

{The origin of kings is thus explained by a very old and ve- 
tv learned writer, Cragius on feuds— When many things 
were acted wrathfully, lustfully and avariciously, the best man 
ofa society was chosen, who might take cognizance of the of- 
fence or injury, and determine what was equal among neigh- 
bors. Thus we-e judges constituted in every city, for the sake 
of distributing justice. These were ealled kings ; for kings at 
the beginning were no more than judges, having their deno- 
Munation from ruling. Each presided ovér his own city, that 
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blish the truth of any thing. We can easily cone 
ceive that ignorance combined with superstitions 
might have led men in the infancy of society, to 
delegate power to a favorite chief, or one of their 
companions who had distinguished himself by his 
wisdom, his valor, or his personal strength. We 
can easily conceive that this man could by fraud, 
violence, or the influence of superstition, render 
his authority durable and hereditary. Posterity 
would of course submit without resistance, either 
from an ignorance of their own inherant rights or 
from an unwillingness to disturb the peace and 
tranquility of society. The accumulation of pow- 
er in certain families, through a succession of 
ages, would necessarily give it the sacredness of 
right, the imposing grandeur of divine origin ; 
and fraud and ambition would not fail to urge its 
posséssors to inculcate the doctrine that all the 
liberty and happiness enjoyed by the subjects, 
were mere concessions of cleraency and mercy. 
The despotism of rulers, originating either from 
intrinsic cfuelty of heart, or from ignorance 
of the rights of the citizen, has sometimes, in- 
deed, produced sanguinary revolution and. 
plunged mankind into anarchy and confusion.— 
But still darkness enveloped them and a govern- 
ment, which should guarantee their rights and in- 
sure their happiness, was beyond their grasp and 
buried in mystery. The republics of antiquity 
were not founded on correct notiens of liberty, 
and even the polished and enlightened Greeks 
and Romans had no distinct and accurate concep- 
tions of the natural and civil rights of man. Hence 
have originated these perpetual vacilations be- 
tween the extremes of despotism and popular li- 
centiousness which so often occurred at Athens 
and at Rome. To avoid this melancholy state of 
things, and without a knowledge of a more per- 
fect system, men have frequently chosen to sub- 
mit to the tyranny of their rulers rather than run 
the chance of being precipitated into the horrors 
of popular violence and licentious faction. 

In every age, political writers have endeavor- 
ed to remedy the defects of existing govern- 
ments by new theories, and the labors of Plato, 
Moore, Harrington, Nedham, Godwin and others, 
in the cause of human rights, have been given to 
the world, without benefit and without advantage, 
because their systems could only exist in the vi- 
sions of fancy, and were wholly incapable of being 
reduced to practice. But yet, my lord, notwith- 
is, administered justice. Hence that multitude of kings im 
Holy Writ.” Sir W. Temple and Bracton have given the 
same origin of kings. See also Aristotle, Polybius, Syarez, 
Hobbs, and Belarming. 
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standing the failure of these men to produce a 
system of government, that should be effectual 
in confirming the liberties and securing the hap- 
piness of men in civil society; the principles on 
which they were founded still remained intrinsi- 
cally and unalterxbly the same, and whatever be 
our prejudices, we must acknowledge with a cele- 
brated writer of the last century,§ that “ every 
government in its original principles and antece- 
dent to its present form, is an equal republic,{ and 
that consequently every man when he comes to 
be sensible of his natural rights and to feel his 
own importance, will consider himself as fully 
equal to any other whatever. You will under- 
stand that the rights to which I have alluded, are 
ina state of uncultivated nature, more absolute, and 
less circumscribed than in a state of civil society. 
But a state of nature is not the condition to which 
the Creator has destined man; _ society is his ele- 
ment ; ‘‘it is not good that man should be alone.” 
He becomes conscious of the weakness and 
wrongs, and fears to which he is subjected with 
all his independence and liberty in a state of na- 
ture, and these weaknesses and wrongs and fears, 
and his feelings and passions, urge him to unite 
himself to society, that he may be more secure, 
though less free, and more happy, though less in- 
dependent. In entering into society, he relin- 
quishes a portion of his natural liberty, by which, 
I mean the right of doing whatever he thinks pro- 
per, consistently with the law of nature, for the 
security and advantages derived from society. 
“The natural rights, says Mr. Paine,+ very cor- 
rectly, which he retains are all those in which the 
power to execute is as perfect in the individual 
as the right itself. The natural rights which are 

$Dr. Priestley’s Principles of Government, 

+The superiority of a free state, and the doctrine of equality 
are very ably maintained by Euripides in his Suppliants.— 
See Potter’s Translation, p. 523, 526, 

When the laws are written, 

‘The weak, the rich, have all one equal course 
Of justice ; and the lower ranks when wrong'd, 
Know their redress against injurious greatness, 
Is there a mind that teems with noble thought 
And useful to the staie ? He speaks that thought, 
And is illustrious, else he holds his peace. 
Is not this equal right? When a free people 
Are sovereigns of their land, the state stands firm 
And glories in its rising youth that pay 
A prompt obedience. 
How can that state be firm, where ruthless pow’r 
Like a seythe sweeping o’er the vernal meads, 
Cuts off each braver spirit, and mows down 
Youth’s opening flowrets? Who would toil to raise 
Svores for his sons and riches, when anon 
A tyrant comes and seizes what his toil 
Hath yaised ? Or who to virgin modesty, 
With care would form his daughters in his house, 
If for a tyraut’s pleasure they are train’d 
To revel in thei! charms and bring the tear 
From the sad parent’s eye ? 


+Paine’s Common Sense. 
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not retained, are all those which, though they are 
perfect in the individual, the power to execute 
them is defective.” Nattral rights, says the same 
author, “are those which appertain to.man in right 
of his existence. Civil rights are those which ap- 
pertain to manin right of his being a member. of 
society. Every civil right has some natural right 
—— in the individual, but to which his in. 
dividual power is not in all cases sufficiently 
competent. Of this kind are all those which re. 
late to security and protection.” As soonas so. 
ciety is formed, government follows as a necessa- 
ry consequence ; because without it, its members 
would again fall back into a state of nature, or 
plunge into an anarchy. All government how- 
ever, is an evil, because it presupposes, and is 
bottomed on the depravity and wickedness of 
man; for, were men angels, government would 
be wholly unnecessary. Of the different forms 
of government, it is useless to say any thing, and 
of their origin, I have already cursorally spoken, 
The division into democracies, aristocracies and 
monarchies, has been objected to by Helvetius, 
with whom I cannot but agree, that there are in 
truth, “only two kinds of government ; the good 
and the bad” Under the former, may be classed 
all those which tend in their nature to secure per- 
manently and extensively the political and civil ii- 
berties of man, and which only abridge his natur- 
al or absolute rights, so far as to conduce to the 
general welfare and happiness of society.§ To 
this class belongs the American government, 
which is a democratic republic, and one of the 
best systems the ingenuity of man has ever devised, 
I have before observed,} that this government is 
in truth, the only one of whieh we have any 
knowledge, that has been established by written 
compact, and founded on the maxim, that all pow- 
er belongs to and emenates from the peeple. It 
is an experiment which though novel, experience 
has already determined to be not only piacticable, 
but, in an eminent degree, superior to all other 
systems that have been introduced or iavented. 
it differs essentially from the democracies of the 
ancient and modern world, and is therefore, not 
liable to the objections which have been made by 
political writers to that form of government. 
“Simple democracy,” says an able French wri- 
ter,¢ ‘is the true state of nature, representative 
democracy is that of nature in perfect state, with- 

6 Free states,” says Guiciardini, ** must needs be more 
pleasing to God, than any other form, because in them more 
regard is to be had to the common good, more care for the im- 
partial distribution of justice, and the minds of men are more 
inflamed thereby, to the love of glory and virtue, and beeome 
much more zealous in the love of religion than in any other 
government whatsoever.” 

+See first Letter. 


{Commentary and Review of Montesquieu. A society of 
ods , says Russcau, would govern themselyes democratically: 
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out having been -sophisticated, and which acts 
neither by stratagem or expedients.” In order 
“that you may more perfectly comprehend the 
difference between this and the federative and 
democratic governments, whicli have existed and 
still exist in the world, I will briefly run over 
their distinguishing features to facilitate your ex- 
amination. I shall begin with the free states of 
Greece. The amphyctionic council is said to 
have borne some analogy to the general govern- 
ment of the United States; but the analogy is 
much stronger when applied to the confederation 
which preceded the present constitution.— 
The amphyctionic confederacy or council, you 
will recollect, consisted of two representatives 
from each independent state, which were intrust- 
ed with thé civil and religious concerns of their 
constituents. This assembly, however, seems to 
Have partaken more of the nature of an ambassa- 
dorial council than a legislative body. It had, 
however, to settle all disputes between the re- 
spective members of the states, to declare and 
carry on war, to admit members, to superintend 
religion, to protect and defend the united cities, 
and in case of disobedience to use all the force of 
the confederacy against the disobedient. You 
will easily perceive, my lord, that such a govern- 
ment as this, however excellent it may appear in 
theory, was essentially defective, and that though 
it was aided by the deep-rooted superstition of 
the age, it wanted those general powers necessary 
to give it stability and efficiency. The members 
were appointed by cities in their political capaci- 
ties, and not, as here, by the people elected, at 
certain stated periods, who are for that purpose 
apportioned into congressional districts.¢ The 
limited powers of the amphyctionic council were 
administered by those members, who were them- 
selves under the control of the cities by which 
they were chosen ; and as these cities increased 
in physical force, they began, as experience will 
ever teaeh us, to trample upon the rights of the 
weaker cities, who were brought under their in- 
fluence, and the confederacy of course, soon fell 
to pieces. “Limited,” says the Abbe Mably,t 
“to the exercise of simple mediation, having nei- 
ther the right to dictate general laws to Greece, 
nor power to cause them to be obeyed, it form- 
erly had united some cities equal in reputation, 
which loved peace, and had the same government, 
the same fears, and the same enemies, but it no 
longer had the same success, when it admitted 
§This mode of dividing a country is ofhigh ants uity. The 
division of England into shires has been ascribetl by some to 
King Alfred ; but others are of opinion, that it arose soor. afier 
the island was first settled. The Medes, Persians, Jews, Gre- 
tians and Seythians, according to Xenophon, Herodotus and 


others, had nearly the same divisions. 
tObs. Sur. L, Hist, de la Greece, 
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the ministers of a croud of republics, uriequal in 
force, and governed by opposite principles.” 
Between the Grecian and American confederacy, 
the difference is too perceptible to require illus- 
tration, and the only government to which the 
former really bears a striking analogy, is that of 
the old Halvetic confederacy, of which, I shall say 
more hereafter. I must now call your attention 
to a more perfect system than the last, and one 
which, though it remained for some time in obscu< 
rity, ultimately took the lead, and preserved the 
expiring liberties of Greece, till overwhelmed by 
the resistless power of Rome. I need scarcely 
mention that I mean the Achaian confederacy, 
which bears a much stronger resemblance to the 
American government than the former. This in- 
teresting league was formed by the union of sev- 
eral cities, which had the same laws and interests, 
and afterwards the same weights and measures*+ 
Each city, like the American states, was an inde- 
pendent republic, and had its own government, 
territory and magistrates. The assembly met 
twice a year, and was composed of an equal num- 
ber of deputies or representatives from each re« 
public, to which they were accountable. Its pow- 
ers consisted indeclaring war, and making peaces 
in contracting alliances, and entering into trea- 
ties, inacting general laws, and in sending and re< 
ceiving ambassadors. The magistrates or pre 
tors, who were annually chosen by the general 
assembly, had the power of convoking them, if 
any business of national importance occurred 
during their recess. These magistrates had also 
the command of the armies, and were the depo- 
sitories of the public authority, when the general 
congress was not insession. ‘ Obliged to con- 
form their conduct,” says Mably, “to the general 
spirit of the nation, the senate was without armtbi- 
tion, and consequently just without effort. It was 
its attachment to justice that caused it to be re~ 
spected, and often served to give it the honor of 
acting’ as umpire in the disputes which arose in 
Peloponessus, in the different provinces of 
Greece, and ever among strangers.” Such was 
the constitution of Achaia. It does not fall 
within my province to detail the rise, progress, 
and final destruction of this government. My ob- 


jecthas been accomplished, in pointing out to 


you its prominent political features, in order to 
aid your investigation, and to facilitate the cgm- 
parison I wish you to make between it and the 
American confederacy. It will not be superfluous 
to mention, however, that the history of this. re- 
public will illustrate the necessity cf an indisso- 
luble union in governments thus organized, and 
in the language of one of the Presidents of the 











{See Plutatch and Polybius. 
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United States,§ will also prove that the «tenden- 
cy of federal bodies is rather to anarchy among 
the members, than to tyranny in the head. Adieu. 
So, 
Federalist, by Jay, Madison and Hamilton, 


OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 
(Continued from: page 217 _) 


(TRAYSLATION.) 
Don Luis de Onis to the Secretary of State. 


Washington, 9th January, 1818. 

Sir—Having stated to you in my notes of the 
29th of the last, and Sth of the present month, 
all that [ thought proper and necessary on the | 
subject of boundaries, that we may ascertain, dis- ; 
cern and fix, with impartiality, justice and good | 
faith, those which divide, or ought to divide, 
Louisiana from the Spanish possessions, situate 
to the east and west of that province, acquired 














from France by the United States; I now proceed 
to discuss the different points on which your gov: .' 
ernment founds claims against those of his catho- 
lic majesty 

As this matter was sufficiently discussed (venti- 
Jado) and placed in the strongest light of evi- 
dence bv the Spanish government, in the notes 
addressed by it to Mr. Pinkney, at Aranjuez, and 
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the points embraced by the question of the spo 
liations shall be concluded and signed. 

Those which are comprehended in the first 
point are acknowledged to be evidently founded 
on justice ; and to carry them into effect, there 
exists ever since 1802 a convention stipulated and 
signed between Spain and the United States. You 
are aware, sir, that the suspension of this conven. 
tion did not originate with his catholic majesty’s 
government. His majesty is ready to give full 
effect to it ; and on the basis of that convention, 
we can establish and agree on what may be most 
just, suitable and expeditious, to make a recipro- 
cal satisfaction for the aforesaid injuries and losses, 
comprehending in the convention, to de stipulat- 
ed and signed for that purpose, all the injuries 
and losses, respectively suffered, since 1801 to 
the present ; because these two points only are 
distinct in point of time, but, as you are perfectly 
aware, they are, in all other respects, of a like 
nature, and therefore of equal rights and justice. 

The first and third points are consequently to 
be acknowledged as substantially forming only 
one, subject to the examination and decision of 
the joint commission, which is todetermine the 
necessary compensation, in virtue of the conven- 


‘tion to be stipulated on the basis of that of 1802. 


The second point, namely, that of the suspen- 


,sion of the deposit at New-Orleans, might be 
omitted. You are aware, sir, that it lasted but a 


very short time, and in the depth of winter, «iien 


afterwards to the American commission, compos- | the exportation of the produce of the western 
ed of that gentleman and Mr. Monroe ; and also | states was very inconsiderable, and very hazard- 
in those which in the last instance were addressed | ous and difficult ; that, moreover, the order of 
by it to Mr. Erving, at Madrid; I shall resume || the intendant produced no other inconvenience to 
the subject briefly and precisely, merely touch- | the American citizens than the trifling one of load- 
ing on the principal points of the dispute, and ing in the stream, instead of laying their boats 
showing, with simplicity and clearness, to what | along the quay at New-Orleans ; and that the said 
the state of the question is reduced, and in what ; order of the intendant was an arbitrary act, duly 
manner it should be fairly and justly arranged. _|! disapproved of by his catholic majesty, and for 
I divide into two classes the points on which || which he directed his minister to give suitable sa- 
your government demands satisfaction andindem- _ tisfaction to the United States, in his royal name. 
nification of his catholic majesty. ‘he first com- The United States having received it, this affair 
rehends the injuries, losses and damages suffered ought from that time be considered as terminated. 
y American citizens from Spanish authorities On the other hand, you cannot put admit, that 
and subjects, and those suffered by the subjects , his catholic majesty was not bound to continue 
of the crown of Spain from American authorities : the deposit at New-Orleans, afte the termination 
and citizens. The second comprehends the losses, | of the precise period stipulated by the treaty of 
— and injuries sustained by American citi- || 1795, by which his majesty only agreed to desig- 
zens from captures made by French cruizers on; nate another spot for the said deposit upon the 
the coast of Spain, and condemned by French || banks of the Mississippi. As this new spot was 





consuls residing in Spanish ports. To this the 
whole question of indemnification is reduced. 

The points embraced by the first class, are as 
follows : 

Ist. The damages and injuries unlawfully caus- 
ed by Spanish authorities and subjects on Ameri- 
can citizens; and by American authorities and ci- 
tizens on the subjects of the crown of Spain ; in |} 
violation of the law of nations and of the existing 
treaty, during the war between Spain and Great 
Britain, which terminated at the peace of 1801. 
2dly. Damages and injuries sustained by Ameri- 
€an citizens in consequence of the interruption of 





the place of deposit at New-Orleans, by an order 
of the intendant of the royal treasury of Spain, in 
the province of Louisiana. 3dly. Injuries, dama- 
ges and losses caused to the citizens of the Unit- 
ed States by Spanish authorities and subjects, 
and by American authorities and citizens to Spa- 
nish subjects, directly or indirectly. from tice ycar 
1801 until the period when the correspondeit 
convention between the two governments on all 





to be the satisfaction of the United States, it was 
for them to point out and ask for it. The suspen- 
sion, ordered by the intendant, ‘although highly 
disapproved by the Spanish government, was in 
consequence of the scandalous contraband and 
abuse by which, under cover of the deposit, enor- 
mous frauds were committed on the royal revenue 
—By the treaty no provision was made for this 
case, nor was there any stipulation relative to the 
time Which was to intervene during the removal 
of the deposit from New-Orleans to another spot 
on the bank of Mississippi, or to the interme- 
diate period between the suspension of the said 
deposit, and the assigning another situation for it. 
The government of Spain was, therefore, not 
bound to become answerable for the losses and 
injuries eventually sustained by the short inter- 
ruption ef the deposit, since such obligation could 
only grow vut of the stipulation of that treaty, 
which does not contain a single word that has the 
most distant allusion to such an obligation or en: 
gagement on the part of his catholic majesty. 
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Notwithstanding these reasons, and various 
others which I could adduce, to prove that the 
overnment of Spain cannot be bound to make 
satisfaction for the aforesaid losses and damages, 
his catholic majesty is disposed to yield to the re- 
elamation of the United States on this point, pro- 
vided they stil! insist on it, and to submit it, with 
the others before spoken of, to the investigation 
and decision of the joint commission. There will, 
therefore, be no difficulty, in also including this 
point, as far as it relates to injuries really caused 
by the order of the intendant of New-Orleans, in 
the convention to be formed and signed, if requir- 
ed by you: it being his catholic majesty’s desire 
to give continued proofs to the United States of 
his frankness, good faith and condescension. I 
now proceed to the claim for losses and injuries 
committed on citizens of the United States by 
French cruizers and tribunals, in the capture of 
American vessels ov the coast of Spain, and their 
condemnation in Spanish ports, forming the ob- 
ject of the second part of this question, or that 
embracing the points of the second class, in the 
order of the enumeration I have adepted 

This part of the question was discussed ina 
very luminous manner, in the notes addressed by 
his catholic majesty’s government to the Ameri- 
ean ministers on the 10th February, & 5th March, 
1803; and you are aware, that no reply was made 
on the part of the United States, weakening in 
the least the force of the principles and the truth 
of the facts on which the opposition of his catho- 
lic majesty to a responsibility for those damages 
and injuries was grounded. You will agree with 
me, sir, that there is no possibility of deciding, 
by a general rule, the extent of the responsibility 
of anation, on whose coasts and ports aggres- 
sions have been committed by another against a 
third party, as it depends, in a great degree, on 
the circumstances of the case, and the particular 
stipulations binding on nations. 

By the treaty between Spain and the. United 
States, the obligation of Spain is reduced to exer 
cise its good offices with the offending party, and 
to aid the claims of the party aggrieved. ‘Each 
pa'ty shall endeavor, (says the treaty) by all 
means in their power, to protect and defend all 
vessels and other effects belonging to the cit#zens 
or subjects of the other,- which shall be within 
the extent of their jurisdiction, by sea or by land, 
and shall use all their efforts to recover and cause 
to be restored to the right owners, their vessels 
and effects, which may have been taken from 
them within the extent of their said jurisdiction, 
whether they are at war or not with the power 
whose subjects have taken possession of the said 
effects.” 

On the part of Spain this has been done, and if 
her efforts have not produced the desired effect, 
the fault does not rest with her. Besides, the in- 
juries done by French privateers on the coats and 
in the ports of Spain, to American citizens, have a 
particular character, which relieves the govern- 
ment of Spain from all obligation to indemnify 
them for those losses, even although such obli- 
gation had existed. The United States were not 
at war with France ; consequently their recourse 
as the aggrieved party, was always open to the 
government and tribunals of the aggressor. Spain 
was then in alliance with France, and both were 
at war with Great Britain. She, therefore, could 
not prevent the privateers of her ally from enter- 
ing her ports, as they were not fitted out against 
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| the Americans, but against the English. If these 


privateers, after going on their cruize, committed 
aggressions on American vessels, on pretence of 
considering them or their cargoes as tunglish, the 
Spanish government could neither foresee nor 
prevent it. The injuries were already done be- 
fore it was apprised of them. Neither was it in 
the Spanish ports where the injury was complet- 
ed, but in France, by the tribunals of cassation, to 
which the Americans appealed from the decision: 
of the French consuls residing in the ports of Spain. 
It was unquestionably in France that the offence and 
injury originated, and in France were they consume- 
mated. How then can indemnification be claimed 
of Spain for such injuries, and not of France who 
was the cause of them, and the power enabled to 
compel the aggressors to make due satisfacticn as 
they were her subjects and had given the requi- 
site bonds in her courts for their good conduct in 
their cruizes? You cannot but be sensible, sir, 
that according to every principle of reason and 
justice it would evidently and unquestionably be 
monstrous to claim these indemnifications of Spain 
as the power existed then, and still does exist, 
which caused the injuries here treated of. 

I would go still further to show, that by no es- 
tablished principle of the law of nations can Spain 
be considered responsible for such indemnifica- 
tions, not even indirectly, in case France should 
refuse to make them. I would cite, among oth- 
ers, the case in which sir W. Scott, judge of the 
high court of admiralty, of Great Britain, decided 
that prizes made by a belligerent, and carried into 
the ports of a power, its ally, and there condemn- 
ed, are justly and lawfully condemned ac- 
cording to the law of nations, and that the 
owners of the property prior to its condemnation 
have no ionger a claim to it after condemnation 
has taken place. From this and other decisions, 
it follows, that the government, to whose subjects 
the property condemned belonged, has no ground 
to bring forward cemplaints or claims against the 
government of the country where the prizes were 
made, because the condemnation is conformable 
to the law of nations, the sentence pronouncing 
it is valid, and the authority condemning the pro-, 
perty legal, and proceeded according to rule.— 
This doctrine is well known and acknowledged 
in the United States, as also the principle, that 
when a nation has employed its good offices, and 
taken such means as are in its power to procure 
satisfaction for the offence, and obtain compensa- 
tion for the injuries committed on its coasts, and 
in its ports, on a friendly or neutral nation, it is 
bound to nothing more, although its good offices 
and endeavors may not have produced the desir- 
ed effect This principle was applied by Mr. 
Jefferson, in his letter of the 5th Sept. 1793, to 
Mr. George Hammond. It is also admitted by 
the best civilians, and agrees perfectly with the 
obligations of Spain towards the United States, 
resulting from the existing treaty between the 
two nations. I mean, however, in case Spain had 
not been the ally of France at that peviod, be- 
cause, even in that case, the principle I have just 
indicated would govern; but being then the ally 
of France in the war against Great Britain, she. 
might certainly employ, among the exceptions 
exempting her from all responsibility in the case 
here treated of the principle which served as the 
ground of sir W. Scott’s decision in the British 
admiralty court; but I do not consider it necessa- 
ry further to illustrate these legal objections of 
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Spain against the claim of your government for 
the aforesaid injuries, inasmuch as this capital 
exception attends it, namely, that satisfaction for 
those injuries was already made to the United 
States by France, and consequently this affair is, 
and ought to be considered as settled and termi- 
mated. This essential exception makes it super- 
fluous to produce others, since the obligation 
spoken of, which was and could only be but one 
is thereby evinced to have been extinguished.— 
The French government has positively declared, 
that “in the special convention concluded be- 
tween France and the United States, this 
point was settled; and that the said convention, 
by which this claim and demand of the United 
States, for due compensation for the losses and 
damages now spoken of, were attended to and re- 
deemed, was ratified in 1802, together with the 
treaty of cession or sale of Louisiana.” That is to 
say, that the amount of the said injuries and loss- 
es was then estimated and compensated in the 
price stipulated for Louisiana ; so that full com- 
pensation was then made to the United States for 
all that was estimated and agreed on between the 
French and American governments, as forming 
the value of the said losses and injuries. The 
French ambassador at Madrid, gave a verbal as- 
surance to this effect to his catholic majesty’s mi- 
nister of state, and the minister of foreign affairs 
of France gave a simitar assurance to the Spanish 
ambassador at Paris. His catholic majesty also 
demanded a formal and categorical answer of the 
French government on this point, which formal 
declaration I here copy; it is thus expressed, in 
the note transmitted by the minister of France to 
the ambassador of his catholic majesty. 

“Bourbon L’Archambault, 8th Thermidor, 

12th vear, (27th July, i804.) Monsieur l’Ambas- 
sadent, I have duly laid before his imperial ma- 
jesty the note which you did me the honor to ad- 
dress to me, dated the 24th July, relative to the 
discussion which has taken place between the 
curt of spain and the government of the United 
States. J shall not fail immediately to submit to 
vim the more ample explanations which your ex- 
cellency announces your intentions of making to 
ae, both verbally and in writing, on this dispute, 
which seems to threaten the good understanding 
existing between the United States and your 
court. Although I might yet defer giving my 
opinion to your excellency, in consequence of 
your intention to furnish me with the explanatory 
statements which you announce, I do not hesitate 
to inform you by anticipation, that his imperial 
majesty cannot but be extremely sensible to the 
uncertain and uneasy position in which two pow- 
ers, in amity with France, are placed by this mis- 
understanding, and that he will certainly do what- 
ever may depend on him to prevent its coming to 
an unfortunate issue. 

** it is several months since I was informed by 
the charge d’affaires near the federal government 
of the ‘pretensions of that government, relative to 
a poruon of country bordering on Florida, which 
has become a great object of ambition to the A- 
mericans, in relation to the establishment of their 
revenue system; and it seemed to me, from this 
information, t'r.t 1) was important that the federal 
governmen' se ali the means in its power 


to obra on of this frontier portion 
of = di yustana ; but the opinion due to 
the justice and moderation which distinguish the 


personal character of the president of the United 
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States, has not, nor does it yet, permit me to 
think that menaces, provocation and groundless 
hostility may be considered by him as the most 
suitable means to enable the United States to ac- 
quire a portion of territory belonging to a foreign 
power, which suits their convenience. 

** Respecting the second point in dispute, which 
your excellency does me the honor to speak of in 
your note, I must say that i had previously no 
knowledge of it. And, indced, if I had been in. 
formed that his catholic majesty’s ministers had 
carried their condescention for the government of 
the United States so far as to engage themselves 
towards it for indemnifying violations pretended 
to have keen committed by France, I should cer- 
tainly have received orders from my government 
to express the dissatisfaction which France must 
feel on the occasion of so unseemly a deference ; 
and this dissatisfaction would have been express. 
ed still more warmly to the government of the U. 
States than to that of Spain. here is every rea- 
son to suppose that the court of Spain, by thus 
yielding to an improper demand, has emboldened 
the American government, and determined it to 
become pressing, and even menacing, on this oc- 
casion. As for the rest, the explanations former- 
ly given to your court on this point, as well as 
those which have been authorized to be given to 
the government of the United States, by the 
charge d’affaires of his imperial majesty, must 
enable you to judge ofthe opinion formed by his 
majesty on this question, which having already 
been the subject ofa long negotiation and ofa for- 
mal convention between France and the United 
States, cannot again become a subject of discus- 
sion. 

** Such, Monsieur, ’ Ambassadeur, are the re- 
marks that I have thought proper to make in the 
first instance, in answer to the preliminary note 
of your excellency. In addition, I must observe, 
that, in my opinion, the demonstrations which 
appear to me to have given your government the 
uneasiness it has charged you to express, are 
somewhat exaggerated, either from the impres- 
sion they have produced at Madrid, or from the 
construction, possibly too extensive, which the 
minister of the United States to his catholic ma- 
jesty may have, perhaps, given to his instructions. 
There is no room to suppose that a government, 
anxious as that of the United States is, to establish 
a general opinion of its wisdom and moderation, 
would resolve on engaging in an unjust war 
through motives of ambition; but as the United 
States attach great importance to the acquisition 
of a part of Florida suited to their convenience, it 
is not to be doubted that they will make every 
effort to obtain it. The ground of this dispute, 
therefore, rests entirely on this point. Perhaps 
the federal government may have thought that it 
would tend to promote a negotiation for exchange 
by exciting a diplomatic quarrel, The wisdom of 
his catholic majesty will certainly suggest to him 
what is proper to be done on this occasion, witha 
view to terminate a dispute, which, 1 have no 
doubt, will incessantly be revived, so long as no 
change will take place in the actual relative posi- 
tion of Louisiana and the Floridas; but on this 
point, it is for the wisdom of his catholic majesty 
to decide. The United States are not founded in 
making any claim on his majesty. A positive de- 
claration was made to them, that Louisiana was 
delivered to them, such, and with the same extent 
it had when acquired by France, and this declara, 
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tion will again be made to them as often and as 


positively as his catholic majesty will desire it. 
«] request your excellency to receive the as- 
surances of my highest consideration. Cha. Mau. 
Talleyrand. ‘To Admiral Travina, ambassador of 
his catholic majesty.” 

You see, sir, that the declaration of the French 
government is conclusive, and that the responsi- 
bility for losses and injuries caused by French 
cruizers and tribunals on the coasts and in the 
ports of Spain, is removed from the period of 
that agreement ; and that to renew a claim for 
what has been already paid and satisfied, would 
be exacting double reparation for one and the 
same injury, and double payment for one and the 
same debt. Notwithstanding, if the United States 
have still a claim for the complete fulfilment of 
this satisfaction and payment, his catholic majesty 
is ready to unite his good offices and earnest re- 
quest to this claim of your government on that of 
France, in order that she may perform, and cause 
to be performed, whatever may be justly required 
in behalf of American citizens who have sustained 
losses and injuries by her cruizers and tribunals. 
To this the obligation of Spain, in the present 
ease, is reduced; and his catholic majesty’s go- 
vernment offers immediately to sustain all the just 
pretensions which the government of the United 
States may be desirous to form against the gov 
ernment of France on this point, or to demand of 
it such explanations as may be judged necessary 
to clear up all doubts, if any are yet entertained 
by the United States, on this matter. 

This point then being separated from those 
connected with the question of claims for injuries, 
losses and damages, because that is already set- 
tled between France and the United States, or is 
to be settled with France directly, if any thing 
still remains to be performed, we can agree upon 
a just and suitable mode of determining a recip- 
rocal satisfaction for the injuries, losses and dam- 
ages, before spoken of, and included in the 
three points of the first class, as enumerated in 
this note, in order that we may proceed more 
clearly and methoically. These three points, as 
I have before said, will be submitted to the judg- 
mént and decision of the joint commission, in vir- 
tue of the convention to be formed on the basis 
of that of 1802, simplifying and rectifying in such 
manner as will insure its most expeditious and 
faithful execution 

In this note and the two others which I have 
already had the honor to address to you, are 
contained all the points in dispute between the 
government of his catholic majesty and that of 
the United States; and to avoid confounding 
them with each other, I have treated them in 
their regular order with precision, simplicity 
and clearness. You can examine each of them, 
sir, with the impartiality and rectitude which dis- 
tinguish your character ; and I flatter myself that 
all the motives and grounds of the controversy 
will be completely removed by your discernment 
and wisdom, as you will not fail to acknowledge 
the irresistible force of what has been, and is now 
—— on the part of the government of 

pain. 

When the different points treated of in each of 
these notes, with the necessary discrimination, 
are considered, and a decision formed on each 
of them, it is requisite that we should definitely 
settle and terminate the controversy, without leav- 
ing any room for dispute in future. 
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This general and definite, arrangement of all 
the points in dispute, must, by its nature and cir- 
cumstances, precede the negotiation for the ex. 
change or cession of the Floridas, since, until it 
be determined and settled what are the territa- 
ries on the frontier which belong to Spain, and 
what are those which belong to the United States, 
it is impossible to estimate the equivalent to be 
given to Spain for the two Floridas. Neverthe- 
less, as it is the earnest desire of his catholic ma- 
jesty to meet the wishes of the United States in 
every thing that may be compatible with the rights 
and honor of his royal crown, you may, sir, de- 
vise and propose a mode by which we may at 
one and the same time adjust all the points of the 
controversy, and stipulate the exchange or ces- 
sion of the Floridas, in case your government 
should not agree to our previously settling the 
points connected with the question of boundaries 
and establishing the a convention, in conformity 
to the basis of that of 1802, for the mutual com- 
pensation of losses and injuries, according to the 
order I have adopted in my note. 

1 expect, therefore, your answer, sir, whether 
it be confined distinctly to the subject of each 
one of my notes, according to their respective or- 
der, or to propose a mode embracing all the 
points comprehended in them, by which we may 
have them collectively settled in the negociation 
which is to be entered upon for the exchange or 
cession of the Floridas. In this proceeding you 
will perceive, sir, a certain proof of the frankness 
and good faith of the Spanish government, and 
of the sincere and friendly sentiments entertained 
by the king, my master, for the Uniten States. 

I conclude, with the renewed assurances of my 
respects, and I pray God to preserve you many 
years. 

(Signed) LUIS BE ONIS. 
(TRANSLATION. ] 
The same to the same. 

Srr—In the National Intelligencer of the 6th ef 
this month, I have seen published the official no- 
tice of the occupation of Amelia Island. by the 
troops of the United States. I had already anti- 
cipated this unpleasant event, by the note which 
i had the honor to address you on the 6th of last 
month, in which I remonstrated ir the name of 
his catholic majesty, against the measures an- 
nounced in that part of the President’s message 
to both houses of congress, which manifested an 
intention to invade and forcibly seize on places 
and territories belonging to the crown of Spain, 
Having received no answer to that note, I now 
feel myself obliged to repeat its contents to you, 
and to protest, as I now do strongly protest, in 
the name of the king, my master, against the oc- 
cupation of Amelia Island, effected by the naval 
and military forces of this. tepublic, destined to 
operate against that island, forming a part of East 
Florida, one of the possessions of the Spanish mo- 
narchy, on this continent. 

Whatever may have been the motives on which 
the government of the United States have found- 
ed their adoption of this measure, it cannot but 
be considered by all nations, as a violent invasion 
of the dominions of Spain, at the time of a pro- 
found peace, when his catholic majesty omits no- 
thing to give the most generous proofs of his 
perfect friendship and high consideration for the 
United States. 

I therefore trust, that upon your communicat- 
ing this solemn reclamation and protest to the 
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President, he will be pleased to direct that suita- 
ble orders be given to the American commanders 
at Amelia Island, and on that station, forthwith to 
restore said island, together with all its dependen- 
cies (0 his catholic majesty, and to deliver up the 

e to the Spanish commandant, and officers 
} #senting themselves for that purpose, in the 
n.he of their sovereign. 

It is also my duty to represent to you, sir, that 
at the time of the invasion and occupation of that 
island by the American troops, there was, and I 
believe still is, a considerable property belonging 
to Spanish subjects, which, in all cases, it is re- 
quired by strict justice, should be delivered to the 
owners, which I doubt not has already been, or 
will be done, ina due and proper manner, care 
being taken in the mean time, that it be not re- 
moved or suffer injury. 

I await — reply to this reclamation and pro- 
test, that I may be able to give seasonable intel- 
ligence and instructions to the governor of St. 
Augustine, and to the captain general of the is- 
land of Cuba, provided the President, as I flatter | 
myself, will resolve on the prompt restitution and 
delivery of Amelia and its dependencies, to his | 
catholic majesty’s government. 

I cannot by any means doubt that this will be 
effected, confiding as I do, in the high rectitude 
of the President, and in the inviolable principles 
of public faith, on which the security of nations 
reposes. 

I have the honor to renew the assurances of 
my respects, and pray God to preserve you many 
years. 


(Signed) LUIS DE ONIS. 
The Secretary of State to Don Luis de Onis. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 16th Jan. 1818. 

Sir—Your letters of 29th December and of the 
5th and 8th of the present month have been re- 
ceived, anc iaid before the President of the Unit- 
ed tates. 

We has seen, not without surprize and regret, 
that thev consist almost entirely of renewed dis- 
cussions upon the several points of difference 
which have so long subsisted between the United 
States and Spain; discussions which had been ex- 
hausted in the correspondence between the min- 
ister plenipotentiary of the United States, at Ma- 
drid, and your government, in the years 1802 and 
1803, and more especially in that between Don 
Pedro Cevallos, and the special extraordinary mis- 
sion of the United States to your court, in 1805; a 
mission, instituted by the American government, 
under the influence of the most earnest desire 
to terminate amicably, and to the satisfaction of 
both the parties, all those differences, but which 
after five months of negociation at Aranjeuz, is- 
sued in the refusal of Spain to give satisfaction to 
the United States, upon any one of the causes of 
complaint which were to be adjusted, or even to 
settle the questions of boundaries, existing be- 
tween the United States and the Spanish provin- 
ces bordering upon them. The President consid- 
ers that it would be an unprofitable waste of time 
to enter again at large, upon topics of controver- 
sy, which were at that time so thoroughly debat- 
ed, and upon which he perceives nothing in your 
notes, which was not then substantially urged by 
Don Pedro Cevallos, and to which every reply es- 
sential to elucidate the rights and establish the 
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merely to refer you to the letters of Mr. Monroe 
and Mr. Pinckney, to Mr. Cevallos, of 28th Jan 
26th Feb, 8th and 16th March, 9th and 20th April 
and 12th of May, 1805. I am instructed by the 
President to propose to you an adjustment of all 
the differences between the two countries, by an 
arrangement on the following terms : 

1. Spain to cede all her claims to territory 
eastward of the Mississippi. 

2. The Colorado, from its mouth to its source 
and from thence to the northern limits of Louisi- 
ana, to be the western boundary ; or, to leave that 
boundary unsettled for future arrangement. 

3. The claims of indemnities for spoliations 
whether Spanish or French within Spanish juris- 
diction, and for the suppression of the deposite at 
New Orleans, to be arbitrated and settled by 
commissioners, in the manner agreed upon in the 
unratified convention of 1802. 

4. The lands in East Florida and to the Per. 
dido, to be made answerable for thé amount of 
the indemuities which may be awarded by the 
commissioners, under this arbitration; with an 
option to the United States, to take the lands and 
pay the debts, or to sell the lands for the payment 
ofthe debts, distributing the amounts received, 
equally, according to the amount of their respec- 
tive liquidated claims against the claimants. No 
grants of lands, subsequent to the 11th of August, 
1802, to be valid. 

5. Spain to be exonerated from the payment 
of the debts or any part of them. 

These proposals do not materially differ from 
those made to Don Pedro Cevallos, on the 12th of 
May, 1805. The President has seen nothing in 
any events which have since occurred, nor in the 
contents of your notes, which can afford a reason 
or a motive for departing from them. Of the mo- 
tives for coming to an immediate arrangement, 
the urgency cannot escape your attention. The 
events which have recently occurred in a part of 
the territory, which you have informed me the 
king of Spain is willing to cede to the United 
States, those which are notoriously impending 
over the remaining part of that territory yet in 
the possession of Spain, make it indispensably ne- 
cessary that the ultimate determination of your 
government in this negociation should be acted on 
without delay. The explanations requested by 
your notes of the 6th December, and 8th January, 
of the motives of this government in the occupa- 
tion of Amelia Island, have been given in the 
message of the President to Congress of the 13th 
inst. and cannot fail of being satisfaetory to your 
government. You see it there distinctly and ex- 
plicitly declared, that the measures which this go- 
vernment found itself under the necessity of 
adopting in relation to that island, were taken, not 
with a view of conquest from Spain. You well 
know that if Spain could have kept, or recovered 
the possession of it from the trifting force by 
which it was occupied, the American government 
would have been spared the necessity of the mea- 
sure which was taken, and which was dictated by 
the duty of protecting the interests, as well of 
this country as of those with whom we are in 
friendly commercial relations, including Spain 
herself. But Spain cannot expect that the United 
States should employ their forces for the defence 
of her territories, or to rescue them for her ex- 
clusive advantage, from the adventurers who are 








pretensions on the part of the United States, was 
then given. For proof of which, I beg leave 


projecting, and in the act of executing, expedi- 
tions against them, from territories without the 
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jurisdiction of the United States. Neither can 
the United States permit that the adjoining terri- 
turies of Spain should be misused by others for 
purposes of annoyance to them. : 7 

Under these circumstances, the President is 
persuaded that you will perceive the necessity, ei- 
ther of accepting the proposals herein contained, 
as the basis of an adjustment of the long standing 
differences between the United States and Spain 
or of offering such as can, by any possibility be 
acceptable to this government without reverting 
to a course of proceeding, the only result of 
which must be further procrastination. 

I pray you, sir, to accept the assurance of my 
very distinguished consideration. 

(Signed) JOHN Q. ADAMS. 
(Documents to be continued.) 
ees Ra 


NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 
@ FIRST SESSION—FIFTEENTH CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 
Thursday, April 2. 

The burthen of the business of this days sitting 
was upon individual claims and local matters. Af- 
ter these were disposed of the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the biil to increase the com- 
pensation of the judges of the courts of the United 
States. 

Mr. Williams, of Mississippi, moved that the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed to the 
first Monday in July next (to reject it) which mo- 
tion was decided in the negative, by yeas and 
navs as follows: 

For Posthonement—Messrs. Dickerson, Lacock, 
Macon, Morril, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Sayford, Storer, ‘Valbot, Williams, of Miss. Wil- 
son.—13. 

Against Postponement.—Messrs. Burrill, Critten- 
den, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, 
Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, Otis, Smith, 
Stokes, Tait, Taylor, tichenor, Van Dyke, Wil- 
liams of Ten.—18. 

And the Senate adjourned. 

. Friday, April 3. 

Several bills received yesterday from the House 
were read and referred, and the appropriation bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The Navigation Bill. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill concerning navigation, reported by the com- 
mittee of foreign relations on Wednesday. 

(The first section provides, that from and after 
the30th of September next, the ports of the Unit- 
ed States shall be and remain closed against every 
vessel owned wholly or in part by a subject or 
subjects of his Britannic majesty, coming or arriv- 
ing from any port or place in a colony or terri- 
tory of his Britannic majesty, that is or shall be, 
by the ordinary laws of navigation and trade, 
closed against vessels owned by citizens of the 
United States; and every such vessel, so exclud- 
ed from the ports of the United States, that shall 
enter, or attempt to enter, the same, in violation 
of this act, shall, with her tackle, apparel and fur- 
niture, together with the cargo on board such 
vessel, be forfeited to the United States. 

‘The 2nd section provides, substantially, that 
any British vessel entering our ports, shall, on her 
departure, if laden with the productions of the 
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United States, give bonds not to land her cargo 
at any of the British ports prohibited in the first 
section, and to forfeit vessel, tackle, &c. if she at- 
tempts to sail without so giving bend. 

The 3rd section enacts the manner of recover- 
ing the penalties, accounting for them, &e.] . 

Messrs. Barbour, King, and Macon, each spoke 
in support of this bill ; after which, 

The question was taken on ordering it to be 
engrossed and read a third time, and Tecided in 
the affirmative, as follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden, 
Daggett, Dickerson, Fromentin, Gaillard, Golds- 
borough, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, Lacock, 
Leake, Mscon, Morril, Morrow, Noble, Otis, Rob- 
erts, Ruggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Storer, Tait, 
Talbot, Taylor, Tichenor, Van-Dyke, Williams of 
Miss. Williams, of Tennessee—32. 

NAYS— Mr. Eppes—1. 

Mr. Tait ,from the naval committee, reported 
a bill to repeal part of the act to provide for sur- 
veying the coasts of the United States. 

The bill concerning the Alabama territory was 
ordered to a third reading. 

Several other bills were disposed of when Mr. 
King submitted a resolution, calling on the secre- 
tary of the treasury for a report concerning the 
funded debt of the United States. 


Saturday, April 4, 


Mr. Storer, from the select committee to whom 
was referred an inquiry into the expediency of 
setting apart and appropriating the dividends on 
the government stock in the United States Bank, 
to the manufacture of arms and equipments for 
arming and equipping the militia of the United 
States, reported that it is inexpedient at this time 
to make such an appropriation. 

Funded Debt. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
King, was taken up, amended, and agreed to as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do 
report to the Senate the sum of the funded debt of 
the United States, bearing an interest of seven, 
six, and three per cent : distinguishing the amount 
of each that has been paid by the subscribers to- 
wards the capital of the Bank of the United States, 
distinguishing also the sums of the respective spe- 
cies of the funded debt, paid on account of the 
‘several instalments to the said bank—stating the 
sum and species of the funded debt sold by the 
bank, how much thereof was purchased or re- 
deemed by the United States, and how much has 
been sold without the United States ; and how 
much is now held by the bank. 

The bill concerning the territory of Alabama 
and the bill ‘making appropriations for the year 
1818, were passed( the latter with sundry amend- 
ments) and sent to the House. 

Statistical Annals. 

Mr. Barbour introduced a joint resolution, au- 
thorizing a subscription for the edition of Statis- 
tical Annals, proposed to be printed by Adam 
Seybert, of Philadelphia ; which resolution passed 
toa seccond reading. 

Navigation Bill Passed. 

The bill “ concerning navigation” was read the 
third time, and passed, by yeas and nays—31 to 2, _ 
Messrs. Eppes and Wilson voting in the negative 
—and the bill was sent to the other House for 





concurrence. 








Neutrality Bill Recommitted. 
The bill providing for the punishment of viola- 
tions of neutrality, was taken up, and, on mofion 
of Mr. Barbour, recommitted to the committee on 
foreign relations. 
Internal Improvements. 
The amendment proposed by the house of re- 
presentatives to the bill appropriating three- 
fifths of the net proceeds of sales of public lands 
in Indiana to the construction of roads and canals 
in that state, was taken up, and rejected, 22, to 
8, and returned to the house. Adjourned to Mon 
day. 
Monday. April 6. 
After the transaction of some other business, the 
Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to in- 
crease the compensation of the 


Judges of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. Fromentin, the salary of the 
Chief Justice of the U. States, was fixed at 5000 
dollars, by yeas and nays —yeas 25, noes 4. 

The blanks were then filled so as to make the 
salaries of the other judges of the supreme court 
4500 dollars. 

The compensations of the judges of the districts 
of Massachusetts, of the two districts of New York, 
the two districts of Pennsylvania, the district of 
Maryland, of Virginia, of North Carolina, of South 
Carolina, of Georgia, of Kentucky, and of Tennes- 
see, was fixed at 2000 a year; and that of the 
judges of the districts of Maine, of New Hamp- 
shire, of Rhode Island, of Connecticut, of Vermont, 
of New Jersey, of Delaware, of Ohio, of Indiana, 
of Mississippi, and the territorial judges, at 1500 
dollars each, all to commence in July next ;in 
which shape : the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. Campbell reported a bill further to suspend 
the forfeiture of lands for failure to complete the 
payment therefor. 

And the Senate adjourned. 

Tuesday, April 7. 

The senate disagreed to the amendment of the 
house of representatives to the bill directing the 
mode of appointing Indian agents, &c. and a com- 
mittee of conference were appointed on the part 
of the senate. 

The report respecting the appropriation of go- 
vernment bank dividends to the manufacture of 
arms, &c. and the bill concerning the boundary 
line between Mississippi state and Alabama terri- 
tory, were postponed to July next (rejected.) 

The engrossed bill to increase the salaries of 
the judges of the United States, was read a third 
time and passed. Yeas 19, nays 14. 

Many other bills were ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

Wednesday, April 8. 

The principal business of this day’s sitting was 
the debates upon the bill to prohibit the importa- 
tion of slavesinto the United States, and which 
was postponed to to-morrow ; and the adoption of 
the amendments of the house to the bill regulat- 
ing the staff of the army. 

Thursday, April 9. 
The senate spent some time upon the bill to 


prohibit the introduction of slaves into the United 
States, &c. and ordered it to a third reading as 
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business upon private claims was transacted in 
this day’s sitting. 
Sar SME 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fhursday, Aprit2. 

The speaker presented a petition from Vin. 
cente Pazos, of Peru in South America, on be. 
half of himself and others, praying compensation 
for their private property, which was taken pos- 
session of at Amelia Island by the troops of the 
United States; which petition was referred to 
the committee of claims. 

The bill from the senate limiting the time for 
claims being produced for lands authorized to be 
granted to the inhabitants of New Madrid: and 
the bill to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys 
thereon, were severally read the third time and 
passed, and the last mentioned bill returned to 
the senate for concurrence in the amendment. 


Medals to Officers 


Mr. Claiborne submitted the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representa. 
tives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause gold medals to be struck, 
with suitable emblems and devices, and present. 
ed to major general William Carroll and briga. 
cier general John Coffee, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by congress of their gallantry 
and good conduct in the several conflicts during 
the late war, at Talashatchie, Taladega, Enoto- 
chopko, Emuckfaw, Tehopeka, and New Orleans. 
Resolved, That the president be requested to 
cause a gold medal to be struck, with suitable em- 
blems and devices, and presented to major gene- 
ral Joseph Desha, in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by congress, of his gallantry and good 
conduct in the conflict of the river Thames in 
Upper Canada. 

Some debate arose upon the adoption of these 
resolutions, in which the meritorious services 
the officers rendered during the late war, were 
briefly recapitulated. Mr. Harrison moved to 
include the name of general William Henry, as not 
less deserving than the other gentlemen named. 
Mr. Hopkinson made a few remarks to dis- 
suade the house from adopting these resolutions. 
It was a painful task to urge this course ; but, he 
said, this house had no wealth to bestow; these 
honors were all it had to give ; they ought there- 
fore to be given sparingly and not wasted. The 
honors of congress ought not to be given, he said, 
for fidelity, for diligence and bravery, bacause 
these were to be expected, and belonged to 
every American officer ; but were intended for 
some signal action above all, to be rewarded 
above all. Instead of confining these marks of 
distinction to proper occasions, all history did not 
furnish as many of them, as the history of this 
country for the last two or three years, and the 
practice was so common that it would cease to be 
any distinction at all. Mr. H.did not make these 
objections from any insensibility to the gallant 
services of the officers referred to by Mr. Clai- 
borne; but, besides his opposition on national 
grounds, he thought that delicacy towards these 
officers themselves ought to forbid the passage 








amended. Sundry bills were received from the 
other house, read and referred. Considerable 





of the resolutions, It was now three years since 
the close of the war, and the public would ask 





—=. —- 





the 
e. 


iS 
le 
to 


Ye 
d 
ia 
g 





Vou. I—1818.] 


why these officers have not received this reward 
before; why, for the first time, they were 
brought forward at this late day ? And, after be- 
ng so long neglected might not the proceeding 
-ow be imputed to the personal favor? Mr. H 
-oncluded by moving that the resolution lie on 
the table. 

After some opposition to laying the resolution 
on the table, Mr. H’s motion prevailed, by a vote 
of 58 yeas to 54 nays. 

The Milita against the Seminole Indians. 


Mr. Cobb submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, Yhat the committee on military af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of encreasing the pay of the militia now in the 
service or which may hereafter be called into 
service of the United States, in the war now 
prosecuting against the Seminole tribe of Indians ; 
and of affording additional pay to those who have 
been in service in said war and have been dis- 
charged. 

After some explanatory remarks by Mr. C. in 
which he pointed out the expediency and justice 
of this measure, the resolution was agreed to. 

Three Per Cent. to Indiana. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. H. WVelsen in the chair, on the 
pill to provide for paying to the state of Indiana 
three per cent. out of the net proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands in said state, to be ex- 
pended in the construction of roads and canals 
within the same. 

The committee having risen and reported the 
bill, Mr. Hendricks moved to strike out the clause 
which imposes on the state, annual reports of pro- 
ceedings under this bill, which was agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed as amended, and 
read a third time. 

Several other bills passed through the com. 
mittee of the whole house, and were ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and the house 
adjourned. 

Friday, April 3. 
Missouri Territory. 

Mr. Scott from a select committee, reported a 
bill to authorise the people of Missouri territory 
to ferm a constitution and state government, and 
for the admission of such state into the Union, on 
an equal footing with the original states, which 
was twice read and committed. 

Three Per Cent to Indianna. 

The bill from the senate to provide for paying 
to the state of tndianna 3 per cent. &c. was read 
a third time as amended, passed and returned to 
the senate. 

The bill from the senate respecting the man- 
ner of appointing Indian agents, &c. was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill proposes to relieve major Austin from 
the effects of a prosecution against him, for false 
imprisonment in a case in which, by orders from 
general Pike that he was bound to obey, he seiz- 
ed certain persons at Ogdensburg suspected of 
treasonable practices with the enemy. After 

‘e debate. 

The bill was reported to the house and order- 





ito be engrossed.—Adjourned. 
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Saturday, April 4. 
Case of R. W. Meade. 


Mr. Sergeant, from the select committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution of the 13th February, 
and a memorial from a number of the citizens of 
Philadelphia, respecting the imprisonment of 
Richard W. Meade, made a report comprising a 
general view of the case ; and concluding with 
the recomendation of a resolution that this house 
will support the executive in all proper measures 
which he may take to procure the release of Mr. 
Meade from confinement, which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Particular Expenditures in the Navy. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, a resolution was 
adopted, instructing the secretary ofthe navy to 
report to the house during the first week of the 
next session, a particular statement of the expen- 
diture of the appropriations made by the act to 
reward the officers and crew of the frigate Con- 
stitution, and of the Wasp ; the act to reward the 
officers and crew of the sloop Hornet, and lieu- 
tenant Elliott and his officers and crew ; the acts 
authorising the purchase of the vessels cap- 
tured on lake Erie and those captured on 
lake Champlain; the act to reward the offi- 
cers and crew of the Hornet for the destruc- 
tion of the Penguin ; and the act authorizing the 
distribution of 100,000 dollars among the captors 
of the Algerine vessels captured and restored to 
the Dey of Algiers, designating the names of the 
prize agents appointed and the payments by them 
respectively made, specifying the time when and 
persons by whom the same was made, and the 
balances, if any, remaining in their hands unex- 
pended. 


Indian Trading Establishments. 


On motion of Mr. Slocumb, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the depart- 
ment of war, be directed to prepare and report 
to this house, at the next session, a system pro- 
viding for the abolition of the existing Indian 
trading establishments of the United States, and 
providing for the opening of the trade with the In- 
dians to individuals, under suitable reguiations. 

Amendment to the Constitution Rejected 


Mr. Livermore submitted a resolution to amend 
the constitution in the following words : 

“No person shall be held to service or labor 
as a slave, nor shall slavery be tolerated in any state 
hereafter admitted into the union, or made one 
of the United States of America.” Which was 
rejected. [All our boasted pretentions to liberty 
dwindles to nothing, when it stands in the way of 
INTEREST. Oh Slavery! thou arta bitter draft. 
When will America wipe off, with the spunge of 
legislation this foul stain, first fastened on us when 
we were her colonies by the British monarchy? 
We exclaim loudly against the sins of tyranny ; 
oppression and injustice, ‘whilst we daily prac- 
tice the same offences.] 

Mr Smith of Md. laid on the table two acts of 
the British parliament, one act of 1805, to con- 
solidate and extend the several acts relating to 
the West India trade, and the other an act of 1808, 
permitting the importation of rice, grain, and 
flour from the British North American colonies 
into certain ports of the West Indies, and to al- 
low certain articles to be imported from the 
United States into the British possessions in 





North America, for the purpose of being export- 
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edto British islands inthe West Indies ; which} 
acts were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members of the house. 


Internal Improvement. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Tucker of | 
Va. proceeded to the consideration of the follow- 
ing resolutions reported on the 30th ult. py the 
committee on internal improvement : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be instuct- 
ed to report to this house, at the ensuing session 
of congress, and report a plan for the applica- 
tion of such means as are within the power of 
congress, to the purpose of opening and con- 
structing such roads and canals as may deserve 
and require the aid of the government, with a 
view to military operations intime of war, the 
transportation of munitions of war, and the more 
complete Gefence of the United States. And also 
a statement of the works of the nature above 
mentioned, which have been commenced, the 
progress which has been made, and the means 
and prospect of their completion, together with 
such information, as, in the opinion of the secre- 
tary, shall be material in relation to the objects of 
this resolution. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
instructed to prepare and report to this house, at 
their, next session, a plan for the application of 
such means as are within the power of congress, 
to the purpose of opening and improving roads 
and making canals, together with a statement of 
the undertaking of that nature, which, as objects 
of public improvement, may require and deserve 
the aid of the government ; and also, a statement 
of works of the nature abovementioned which have 
been commenced, the progress which has beep 
made in them, the means and prospect of their be- 
ing completed, the public improvements carried 
on by states or by companies, or incorporations, 
which have been associated for such purposes, to 
whichit may be deemed expedient to subscribe 
or afford assistance, the terms and conditions of 
such associations, and the state of their funds, and 
such information as jn the opinion of the secre- 
tary shall be material in relation to the objects of 

this resolution. 

The question being taking on agreeing to 
these resolutions was decied in the affirmative, 
by veas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson Ken. Bateman, Bayley, 

bell, Cobb, tock, Crawford, Cruger, Cushman, Dar- 
lington, Ellicott, Floyd, Forsyth, Gage, Hasbrouck, Hen- 
dricks, Herkimer, Herrick, Hitchcock, Holmes Mass. Holmes 
Con. Hopkinson, Irving N. Y. Johnson Ken, Kinsey, Linn, 
Littie, Livermore, Lowndes, W. P. Maclay, Marchand, Ma- 
son Mass. Miller, Mumford, Murray, Jer. Nelson, Ogden. 
Ogle, Owen, Palmer, Parrott, Patterson, Pawling, Peter, 
Pindall, Rich, Robertson Lou. Rogers, Savage, Schuyler, 
Sergeant, Seybert, Shaw, Sherwood, Simkins, Slocumb, 
Bal, Smith, » Spencer, Stewart N, C, Stuart, Md. Tall- 
madge, Taylor, Terrrell, Terry, Trimble, Tucker Va. 
bet Ne ker N. C. Wallace, Wendover, Westerlo, White- 
side, Wilkin, Wilson. Pen.—76, 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen Mass. Allen Vt. Austin, 
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The bill providing for the admission of the ter- 
ritory of Illinois into the union as an equal and 
sovereign state, and the bill respecting the orga- 
nization of the army, were read a third time passe 
ed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of limiting the allowance on drawback of 
duties upon merchandize, to merchandize jm. 
ported into states, and exported therefrom jin 
American vessels. 

The house then went into committee, Mr. De- 
sha in the chair, on the bill to provide for erect. 
ing additional buildings for the accommodation of 
the executive departments, and the bill makin 
appropriations for the public buildings, and for 
furnishing the Capitol and President’s House. 

Much time was occupied in maturing the de. 
tails of these bills, and in discussing the various 
sums with which it was proposed to fill the 
blanks, which was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, embracing the following ,appro- 
priations. 

For the completion of the wings of the 
Capitol, in addition to the sum of 
200,000 dollars, already appropriated, 
the further sum of 

For procuring materials, laying the foun- 
dation, and other preparations for the 


$80,000 


Centre Building of the Capitol, 100,000 
For finishing the President’s Heuse, 15,214 
For offices to the President’s House, 7,000 
For the wall north of the President’s 

House, with gates and railing the width 

of the House, 3,418 


For contingencies, 437 
For graduating and improving the Presi- 


dent’s square, 10,000 
For erecting a temporary building for 

committee rooms near the Capitol, 3,634 
For furnishing the Representative Cham- 

ber and Committee Rooms, 30,000 
For furnishing the Senate Chamber and 

Committee Rooms, 20,000 
For furnishing the President’s House, 30,000 


And, before taking up the other bill, reported 
from the committee of the whole, respecting the 
building additional public offices, the house ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday, April 7. 

Staff of the Army, 
The house then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill to reduce the staff of the army, 
and to substitute a commissariat instead of the 
present mode of subsisting the army by contract. 
Mr. Colston moved to strike out the clause au- 
thorizing the “ principal ;1dge advocate only, in- 
stead of one principa! and one assistant advocate ; 





Ball, Barber Ohio, Bassett, Bennet, Blount, Boden, Boss, 
Burwell, Butler, Clagett, Cook, Crafts, Culbreth, Desha, |! 
Drake, Earle, Edwards, Folger, Garnett, Hale, Hall N.C, || 
Hogg, Hunter, Huntington, Johnson Va. Kirtland, M‘Coy, | 
Mason R.I. Merrill, H. Nelson, T. M. Nelson, Pitkin, Plea- |; 
sants, Poindexter, Rhea, Rice, Richards, Ruggles, Sampson, 
Sawyer, Scudder, Settle, Silsbee, J. S. Smith, Strother, Tarr, 

Townsend, ‘Tucker S. C. Tyler, Whitman, Williams N. Y, || 
Williams N. C. Wilson Mass,—57, 


Monday, April 6. | 

After the transaction of much business, of no || 
political interest, the report from the naval coi || 
mittee, who, were instructed to inquire into the |: 
propriety of cuanging the discipline of the navy, || 
was taken up and agreed to. | 





which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth the 6th section of 
the bill was amended so as to make the change in 
the mode of subsisting the army to take place as 
soon as the state of the existing contracts shall in 
the opinion of the president permit, instead of 
the first of June 1819, as the bill contemplated. 

After some attempts further to amend the bill, 
it was ordered to be read a third time as amended. 


Public Buildings. 


The engrossed bill making appropriation for 
the public buildings, and for furnishing the capi- 








.Vv 


ter- 
and 


es 
ct. 
of 
ng 
or 


us 
ne 
a 
O- 


wre 





Vor. L.—1818.] 


tol an:l president’s house, was read the third time. 
and put on its passage ; when : . 

Mr. Herrick moved to recommit the bill t 
the commuttee of the whole house, with instruc- 
tions to umend it by striking out the clause mak- 
ing an appropriation for commencing the centre 
building of the capitol ; which motion was nega- 
tived, »y yeas and navs, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Austin, Barbour Va. Bennett, Boden, Boss, 
Campbell, Claiborne, Desha, Earle, Edwards, Ellicott, Gar- 
nett, Hail N. C. Harrison, Hasbrouck, Hendricks, Herriek- 
Heister. Hitchcock, Hogg, Holmes Con, Johnson Va. Johnson 
Ken. Linn, Livermore, W. Maclay, W.P. Maclay, M‘Coy 
Marchand, Mason R. I. Moore, Murray, H. Nelson, Ogle 
Patterson, Pawiing, Porter, Rhea, Savage, Scudder, Bal, 
Smith, Spencer, ‘Tarr, ‘townsend, Trimble, Tucker S. C, 
Walker N.C. Walker Ken. Wallace, Whiteside, Williams 
N, ¥. Williams N.C. Wilson Pa.—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Allen Mass. Allen Vt, 
Baldwin, Bassett, Bayley, Bloomfield, Butler, Clagett, Cobb, 
Colston, Crafts, Crawford, Crager, Culbreth, Darlington, 
Drake, Ervin S. C. Floyd, Folger, Forney, Forsyth, Gage, 
Hale, Hall Del. Herbert, Herkimer, Holmes Mass. Hubbard, 
Huntington, Irving N. Y. Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Lowndes, 
Mason Mass. Mercer, Merrill, Miller, Morton, Mumford, 
Jer. Nelson, Ogden, Owen, Palmer, Parrott, Peter, Pindall, 
Pitkin, Pleasants, Poindexter, Reed, Rice, Rich, Ringgold; 
Robertson Lou. Ruggles, Sampson, Sawyer, Schuyler, Settle, 
Seybert, Shaw, Sherwood, Silsbee, Simkins, Slocumb, S. Smith, 
Alex. Smyth, Speed, Stewart N. C. Strong, Stuart Md, 
Tallmadge, Taylor, Verrell, Terry, Tompkins, Upham, 
Wendover, Westerlo, Whitman, Williams Con. Wilkin—85, 

The bill was then, as also the bill to provide 
for erecting additional buildings for the execu- 
tive departments, passed and sent to the senate 
for concurrence. 

The senate having disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the house, to the bill directing the man- 
ner of appointing Indian agents. &c. a commitee 
was appointed on the part of the house to confer 


with the committee appointed by the senate on } 


the disagreeing votes ; and 
The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, April 8. 

The bill from the senate to increase the salary 
of certain judges of the United States was report- 
ed to the house and indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to regulate the staff of the army, was 
read a third time, and passed, as amended by this 
house, and returned to the senate for concurrence 
in the amendments. 

The engrossed bill to provide for the erection 
of additional buildings for the accommodation of 
the executive departments was passed and sent 
to the senate. 

Navy Pension Fund. 
_ Mr. Tallmadge submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

fiesolved, That the secretary of the navy cause 
to be laid betore this house, a report of the state 
and‘ condition of the navy pension fund—the 
sources from whence it arises—its amounts, and 
the manner in which it is collected—specifying 
the sums received yearly from each state, from 
and after the 20th of June, 1812—and, also, all 
the information in his possession, beneficial to the 
said fund, and, in particular, that he state the 
sums received from’ the district court of each 
state, the particular cases from which they arise, 
and the state of the returns made from each court 
—the names of the persons, if any, in default in 
the performance of their duties in regard to the 
said fund, or in making legal returns thereof ; and 
any proceedings had thereon to enforce perform- 
ance, and the nature and time of such proceed- 
ings. 

_ Mr. T. offered some explanatory remarks show- 
ing the propriety of this resolution, after which it 
was adopted. 
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Niagara Claims. 

The house, in committee of the whole, consid- 
ered the bill for the relief of the sufferers on the 
Niagara frontiers. Many amendments were 
adopted. After which, the committee pose and 
reported the bill, and the house adjourned. 

‘@ursday, April 9. 

The business on private claims, &c. having been 
gone through, the house took up the bill to in- 
crease the pay of the militia while in actual ser- 
vice, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The report of the committee on the petition of 
the citizens of Philadelphia, relating to the im- 
prisonment of R. W. Meade, &c. was taken up. 

Mr. Trimble moved a substitute for the resolu- 
tion, authorizing the President to retaliate by res 
prisal on a Spanish consul, &c. on which a debate 
arose, but the motion was ultimately negatived, 
and the report of the committee agreed tu. 


Niagara Claims. 


The house took up the report of the committee 
of the whole on the subject of these claims, and 
after spending much time upon the question of 
concurrence inthe amendments, they were adopt- 
ed without a division. ° 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
billto be engrossed for a third reading, and de- 
cided in the negative, by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows : 


YEAS—Messrs Baldwin, Ball, Bateman, Bloomfield, Com§ 
stock, Cruger, Culbreth, Drake, Ellicott, Garnett, Harrison, 
Hasbrouck, Herbert, Herkimer, Herrick, Holmes Mass. Hub- 
bard, Irving N. Y. Johnson Ken. Jones, Lawyer, Little, 
Merrill, H. Nelson, 'T. M. Nelson, New, Ogden, Palmer, Peter, 
Pleasants, Porter, Reed, Ringgold, Sampson, Robertson Lou. 
Savage, Schuyler, Scudder, Shaw, S. Smith, Spencer, Stro- 
ther, Stuart Md. Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, Tompkins, Townsend, 
Trimble, Tyler, Westerlo, Wilkin—51.. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen Mass, Allen Vt. Barbour Va‘ 
Barber Ohio, Bassett, Bennett, Boden, Butler, Campbell, 
Clagett, Cobb, Colston, Cook, Crafts, Crawford, Darlington, 
Earle, jEdwards, Ervin S. C. Folger,, Forney, Forsyth, 
Gage, Hale, Hall Del. Hall N. C. Hendricks, Hogg, Holmes 
Con. Hopkinson, Huntington, Johnson Va. Kirtland, Linn, 
Livermore, Lowndes, W. Maclay, W. P. Maclay, M*Coy, 
Marchand, Mason Mass. Mason K, I, Mercer, Miller, Moore, 
Morton, Moseley, Muinford, Murray, Jer. Nelson, Ogle, Owen, 
Parrott, Patterson, Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin, Rhea, Rice, 
Rich, Richards, Rogers, Ruggles, Sawyer, Sergeant, Settie, 
Seybert, Sherwood, Sunkins, Siocumb, Bal. Smith, J. S. Smith, 
Speed, Stewart N. C. Strong, Tarr, Terrell, Terry, Tucker 
S. C. Upham, Waiker N. C. Wallace, Wendover, Whiteside, 
Whitinan, Wiiliams Con, Williams N. Y. Williams N. C. 
Wilson Mass. Wilson Pen.—91. 


Some other business was done on the subject 
of private claims and the house adjourned. 





NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Report of the committee on Naval Affairs, to 
whom were referred a resolution, instructing 
them to enquire whether any, and if any, what 
alterations are necessary and proper to be made 
in the several laws relating to the government of 
the navy; also, the proceedings of certain courts 
martial lately held in the Mediterranean, for the 
trial of captain Oliver H. Perry, capt. John Heath, 
and captain John QO. Creighton ; also the memo- 
rial of certain midshipmen belenging to the Me- 
diterranean squadron, addressed to the president 
of the United States. 

The committee have examined the several sub- 
jects referred to them, and are of opinion, that 
the general regulations for the government of the 
navy do not require to be changed. With a view 
of ascertaining whether the circumstances which 
lately transpired in the Mediterranean, have 
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grown out of a defect in the law, or the adminis- 
tration of the law, the committee, after an atten- 
tive consideration of the law, and of the several 
cases determined under it, think the defect is not 
in the law. ‘Their attention has been particularly 
drawn to the 3d, 14th and 30th sections of the act 
* for the better government of the navy of the 
United States.” The 3d section of the said act is 
in the following words: ‘ Any officer, or other 
person in the navy, who shall be guilty of oppres- 
sion, cruelty, &c. shall, if an officer, be cashiered, 
or suffer such other punishment as a court mar- 
tial shall adjudge,” &c. The 14th section of the 
said act, is in the following words: No officer 
or private in the navy, shall disobey the lawful or- 
ders of his superior officer or strike him, or draw, 
or offer te draw, or raise any weapon against him, 
while in the execution of the duties of his office, 
on pain of death, or such other punishment as a 
court martial shall inflict.’ The 30th section of 
said act is in the following words: “Nc com 
manding officer shall of his own authority, dis- 
charge a commissioned or warrant officer, nor 
strike, nor punish him otherwise than by suspen- 
sion or confinement, &c. any commanding officer 
oftending herein, shall be punished at the discre- 
tion ofa court martial” 1t will be observed, that 
the punishment denounced against an inferior of- 
ficer for striking, &c. his superior, may be death, 
or such other punishment as a court martial may 
adjudge; whilst for a similat offence committed 
by a supeior officer against an inferior, the pun- 
ishment is such as the discretion of a court mar- 
tial may award. In these two articles, such an 
inequality of punishment, is supposed by many to 
exist, as to call fora change of the law. This 
irapression did not escape the attention of the 
committee; but on mature reflection they were 
Jed to doubt the propriety of the opinion—strik- 
ing, drawing weapons, &c. on the part of the in- 
feriors against superiors, in military bodies, car- 
ries along with it the idea of insubordination and 
mutiny; under such circumstances no military 
body can exist, or if it exist at all, it must be to 
purposes worse than useless. It is believed, that 
at all times, and in all nations, who had correct 
ideas of military discipline, the power to punish 
mutiny with death, has been vested in their mili- 
tary tribunals; nor do they think it could be dis- 
pensed with in this government; for they believe 
the principle to be correct, that in free govern- 
ments, the rigor of military discipline is as neces- 
sary, perhaps more so, as under governments of a 
different character; and it isa circumstance well 
understood, that persons going into military ser- 
vice, part for the time witha portion of their civil 
rights. The committee are of opinion, that it 
would be inexpedient to change this part of the 
naval regulations. 

Their attention was next drawn to the opposite 
view of the question. Oppression, and striking 
inferiors by superiors, are punishable ;_ the first, 
by cashiering, or such other punishment as a court 
martial shall adjudge ; the second, at the discre- 
tion of a court martial. This part of the subject 
having given rise to the late occurrences among 
the » * ee in the Mediterranean, claimed and 
received the undivided attention of the com- 
mittee. They examined the propriety of fixing 
some definite punishment in these cases; suchas 
a suspension for a certain length of time, below 
which, no court martial should be at liberty to go, 
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mission of the offence. But, on mature consid. 
eration, difficulties, which the committee consid 
ered as great, if not, insuperable, were believed 
to attend such a provision. Let us suppose th 
such is the law; when the case comes to be ms 
amined, it. is found that a number of cloueendinn. 
ces exist, which reduce the offence to almost “4 
thing; or on the other hand, circumstances . 
discovered of a character so aggravated phe 
give it a very different complexion. Let us tak : 
by way of illustration, the two cases of captaia 
Perry and captain Creighton, both now under the 
consideration of the committee ; in the former 
the committee see circumstances of a character, 
which in their opinion, would have justified > 
much more rigorous sentence of the court martial 
towards that officer, as high and deserved a favor. 
ite of his country as he was, and it is with no small 
regret, that the committee feel it their duty to 
express the opinion. On the other hand, for a 
charge in part of a similar character, the cha 

of striking midshipman Marston by capt. Creigh. 
ton, they see nothing of sufficient importance to 
have attracted attention. Thus situated, number- 
less shades of difference attending almost every 
case which can be supposed to occur, the com- 
mittee believe that fixing by law a minimum pun- 
ishment, if it were of suflicient magnitude to have 
any effect, would be improper. “The committee 
think a reference to our civil trials will illustrate 
this part of the subject. Thus in the trial by ju- 
ry, that body exercise an entire discretion in all 
actions of assault and battery, &c. and graduate 
the penalty to the offence, according to the cir- 
cumstances of each case. It is also in accordance 
with the mild character of the criminal codes of 
most of the states composing this Union, in which 
a scale of punishment is graduated according to 
the degree of the offence. The committee know 
that where the law can he defined with propriety, 
the discretion of no taibunal whatever ought to 
be as much relied on as proper legal definitions. 
They have stated the difkculties which presented 
themselves, and which they find of such a charac- 
ter as to induce them to consider a change unad- 
visable. The committee also state, that it would 
be with much reluctance they would relinquish 
their confidence in courts martial, composed of 
those officers, whose conduct has so justly merited 
the confidence of their country. 

The committee are aware, that in examining 
the conduct of the courts martial referred to 
them, the path of their duty led over very deli- 
cate ground. They know, that no law which 
they could recommend would operate otherwise 
than prospectively ; and also, that they have no 
power to reverse or unsettle the decisions ; but 
these proceedings having been referred to them, 
as connected with the subject of the inquiry, that 
inquiry having, in fact, grown out of them, they 
have thought it right to express the opinion they 
have done. Indeed, the body to which the com- 
mittee belongs, and who have charged them with 
the inquiry, constitute the grand inquest of the 
nation, whose duty it is, on proper occasions, to 
inquire into the conduct of the highest officers of 
the government. : 
The committee, then, taking into consideration 
all the citcumstances of the cases referred to 
them, trusting that the officers of the navy, to 
whom are confided the important duties entrusted. 
to courts martial, with a due regard to the laws ot 








in adjudging the penalty to be awarded for acom- 


their country, ever to be held sacred by those ea~ 
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trusted with their execution, and constituting the 
only criterion between free and despotic govern- 
ments, will exert themselves to heal the wounds, 
with which the discipline of the navy has been at 
least threatened ; a discipline so admirable in it- 
self, and which was not known to exist till its ef- 
fects were witpessed by the world, and which, 
once lost, the navy itself would be a useless bur- 
den on the community. the committee, trusting 
that these highly important conBiderations will 
have their due and proper weight, conclude, by 
recommending to the house the adoption of the 
following resolution : : 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged 
from the further codsideration of the several sub- 
jects referred to them. 

After the foregoing report was read, Mr. John- 
son, of Va. moved to recommit it to the com- 
mittee on naval affairs, with instructions “ so to 
amend the act, entitled ‘an act for the better 
government of the navy of the United States,” 
(approved April 23, 1800) as to subject the supe- 
rior officer, who shall strike or draw, or offer to 
draw, or raise any weapon against his inferior of- 
ficer, to a forfeiture of his commission, and dis. 
mission from the service,” which motion was 
negatived, after being earnestly defended by 
Mr. J. 

The resolution recommended by the com- 
mittee was then agreed to, and the committee 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject accordingly. 

se 
SUMMARY. 


EAST INDIES. 

Peace in India—The Calcutia Gazette of Nov’ 
19, contains an official annuaciation of a treaty of 
Peace having been concluded by the Marquis of 
Hastings (Lord Moira) with Scuinpeau, one of the 
most powerful of the remaining native princes 
— by which the'latter agrees to afford every fa- 
cility to the passage through his dominions of the 
British force sent in pursuit of the freebooters, 
the Pindarees ; and as a guarantee had agreed to 
give up to the British five of his principal fortres- 
ses, (including Nurwar and Asseen Ghur.) The 
terms of the treaty were prescribed by Lord Mor- 
RA, 

Treaties of Amity aud Friendship had also been 
concluded with the several chiefs on the Nerbud- 
da. 

It was stated, that Mr. Epurnstone, the British 
Resident at Poonah, had informed the Peishaw, 
that the British government intended to restore the 
provinces which had been taken by him. Vf this is true 
it is extraordinary. 

A royal salute had been fired on the promulga- 
tion of the treaty. 

The Governor General in announcing the treaty, 
says, ” though it may disappoint the prospects of 
the army, he is convinced that every officer and 
soldier must be satisfied that the carrying every 
desired point by equity and moderation is the 
proudest triumph for the British character.” 

; SWEDEN. 

It is stated, that Prince Oscar, the son of Ber- 
nadotte, is authorised to exercise the powers of 
Sovereignty in Sweden, whenever the king and 
his father shall be both ill, or both absent. The 
anticipation of such events, not mentioned as 
likely at present, was probably meant only to 





call out an indirect confirmation and acknow- 
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ledgement of Oscar’s mghts; an acknowledge 
ment which could not be directly required, with 
out implying some doubt as to their original suffi 
ciency. 

AUSTRIA. 

The Prince of the Peace isshortly expected from 
Italy. He will be constrained, it is said, to reside 
in this country the remainder of his life. 

GERMANY. 

Military Contingent—The proposed basis for the 
military contingent of Germany, which subject 
was taken into consideration by the Diet on the 
19th instant, requires a levy of two per cent. on 
the population of that great country—we presume 
the male part of it is here alluded to. The gross 
population of Germany is about 30,000,000, of 
which 6,000,000 will be nearly the number of 
males capable of bearing arms. ‘T'wo in every 
hundred of these would constitute an army of 
120,000 men, the exact amount of force which it 
was stated the army of the Confederation was 
designed to muster. 

ENGLAND. 

Prince Frederick Joseph Louis of Hesse Hom- 
bourg, is in his 49th year, being born in 1767.— 
He commanded the Austrian hussars with distin- 
guished gallantry, and we learn from officers that 
served with him, that he is an officers of great mi- 
litary merit. His union with our amiable prin- 
cess Elizabeth is fixed ; his serene highness will 
be introduced at the prince’s levee on Thurs- 
day next. ‘The marriage will take place at Kaster. 
The princess Elizabeth will have a marriage por- 
tion of 140,000, and her annual income is / 15,000 a 
year. Her intended consort is hereditary prince, 
and the reigning duke is in his 71st year. 

The report of the chancelor of the exchequers 
to the house of commons of the 4th February, 
relating to the financial state of the country, in 
which he states that there was an actual diminu- 
tion of the national debt during the last year to 
the amount of 7,000,0002. or more.—There was 
an increase of the funded debt of about 12,000,000, 
making the whole amount about 58,000,000 ; the 
diminution was on the funded debt, about 
19,000,000. The chancellor concluded by moving 
for a grant of 24,000,000, to pay off exchequer 
bills under the act of last session, now outstand- 
ing and unprovided for. 

The list of officers, corrected up to the com- 
mencement of the new year, enumerates— 





Admirals, 191——-In commission 12 
Post Captains, 868 ditto 60 
Commanders, 792 ditto 42 
Lieutenants, $5,951 ditto 299 
5,801 412 

SPAIN. 


Great activity prevailed in Cadiz in equipping 
the South American expedition. It is said, three 
ships of the line, and two frigates of forty guns 
each, are ready to take troops on board. 

IONIAN ISLES. 

Intelligence from the Ionian Isles, states, that 
the long pending negociations with the Pacha of 
Janina, were drawing to'aconclusion. His high- 
ness expresses his willingness to enter into the 
proposed arrangements, ptovided Parga be ceded 
to him agreeably to a solemn promise to that ef- 
fect. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Age of Contempt. 1t will be recollected that 





congress, the legislatures of Virginia, Maryland 
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Kentucky, New York and Massachusetts, have 
had cases before their respective bodies to try 
and punish offenders against their privileges. Whe- 
ther there be any thing in the atmosphere this 

ear, giving to the mind of legislatures a peculiar 
rritabilify, or, as physicians would say, “a pre- 
disposition” to construe every thing insulting that 
is not palpable flattery, we know not; but it 
seems the malady (for surely it must be a disease) 
has been felt in thedegislature of a British pro- 
vince, as appears from the following paragraph 
from a St. Johns paper of the 11th ult. 

The legislature of New Brunswick have re- 
cently had before them, what they considered a 
case of a breach of privilege. They arraigned 
Mr. Durant, a printer for an objectionable publi- 
cation. He declared no offence was intended by 
him, and gave up the name of Stephen Humbert, 
Esq. a member of the house, as the author. Mr. 
H. said he considered the printer as inserting it 
on his own responsibility. The house immediate- 
ly declared Mr. tlumbert’s seat vacated. 

CARACCAS, 

By letters received at Baltimore from La Guay- 
ra and published in the Federal Gazette, it ap- 
pears that on the 20th February the utmost con- 
sternation prevailed at that place in consequence 
of an expected defeat of the royalists under Mo- 
fillo, at half past six o’clock of that day, an express 
arrived with intelligence of an action having been 
fought between the royalists and patriots, in which 
the former was victorious. Another letter from 
the same source under date of the 26th, says, that 
generai Morillo with the principal part of his 
army is posted in Calabosa, in 45 leagues from 
Caracas, 

The patriot chiefs Bolivar and Pias formed a 
junction near St. Fernando, beyond Calabosa, and 
marched to attack Morillo ; who abandoned Cala. 
bosa, with a view of falling back on and protect- 
ing Caraccas. In his retreat he was attacked-by 
the ‘patriots, and in two days and nights seven 
different actions ensued. Morillo always on the 
defensive and falling back. In the last engage- 
ment the Spaniards claima decisive victory, hav- 
ing destroyed the greater part of their opponents. 
But no details are yet made known ; the loss on 
both sides no doubt was severe. Since the action 
Morillo has occupied Villa de Cura, this side of 
Calabosa ; and the patriots are said to have occu- 
wey the latter. After which no accounts were 

ad from the contending armies for four days, 
and until the courier announced as above stated, 
the decided victory obtained by the royalis‘s, 
AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Havre, Jan. 26, 1818. 

Srr—I have the satisfaction to state, that I this 
day received information from Mr. Gallatin, our 
minister at Paris, that vessels coming from the 
United States, with clean bills of health, shall be ad- 
mitted without quarantine. You will be pleased 
to make this fact known for the information of 
those it may concern. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, R. G. BEASLEY. 

To the Collectors of the 

Customs, Boston. 

The Franklin 74 arrived at Gibraltar on the 
12th Jan. in 12 days from Portsmouth, Eng. and 
had sailed thence to join the American squadron 
at Syracuse. 

The United States’ sloop of war, Hornet, capt. 
Reed, sailed from New York on Tuesday the 31st 
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ult, for St. Domingo, with com. Lewis, Mr. Taylor 
and Mr. Irving, United Stares” commissioners, the 
two first named to treat with Petion and Chris. 
tophe. 

We have no late news from the scene of wap 
with the Seminole indians. Indeed, we do not 
receive more than ove half of our papers from 
Milledgeville. Why and wherefore this failure 
we know not. . 
; ALABAMA TERRITORY. ‘ 

Bill of Indictment—Vie grand jury of Alabama 
territory, have found a bill of indictment against 
James Bond, for accepting a commission under 
the revolutionists of South America, and for an 
attempt to organize anexpedition against Pensa. 
cola. 

Sale of Public Lands—The president of the 
United States, has proclaimed under date of the 
31st ult. that the public sales for the disposal of 
certain lands south of the Tennessee river and 
in the district of Madison county, shall be held 
at Huntsville in said county in Alabama territory, 
VIZ: 

On the first Monday in July next, for the sale 
of the lands in ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. On the first 
Monday in September next, for the lands in 
ranges 6, 7, 8, 9; and the first Monday in Nove 
ber next, for the lands in ranges 10, 11, 12, 13 14, 
excepting such lands as are or shall be reserved 
according to law, for the support of schodls and 
for other purposes. Each sale shall continue 
open for two weeks, and no longer, shall cam- 
mence with the section, township and range of 
the lowest number and proceed in regular nume- 
rica) order. 

MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 

Sule of Public Lands—The president of the 
United States has given notice, by proclamation 
under date of the 3ist ult. that the sales of the 
public lands agreeably to law, will take place as 
follows in this territory : 

On the first Monday in July next, for the lands 
contained in ranges 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, south of the 
base line; on the first Monday of September 
next for the lands contained in ranges 13, 14, 15, 
16, and 17 north of the base line; and on the first 
Monday in November next, for the land contain. 
ed in ranges 9, 10, 11, and 12, north of the base 
line, excepting such lands as are, or may be re- 
served in said district, by law for the support of 
schools, and for other purposes. ‘The sales shall 
continue open for two weeks and no longer, and 
shall commence with the first section of the 
lowest number of townships ang ranges, and pro- 
ceed in regular numerical order. 

Engineer Department.—Brigadier general J. 8. 
Smith has given public notice, under date of the 
4th inst. that the head quarters of the corps of 
engineers is, by command of the president of the 
U. States, established at the city of Washington. 

All communications pertaining to the Engineer 
Department must therefore, in future, be made 
and directed to the Chief Engineer, at this place. 

Mail Robbers.—If we may jndge from our re- 
ceipts of late, the recent mail robbery has deter- 
red our friends at a distance, from making remit- 
tances through this mode of public convenience. 
If so, we can assure them, that no more danger 
now exists in making remittances than has done 
for several years. To remove all doubt, we re- 
new our engagements, which have been often re- 





peated, of taking all risk of the pail upon our- 
selyes. 
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